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With the advent of commemorations of our 20 year old democracy, 2014 becomes a crucial 

time to reflect, re-consider and re-imagine our post-democratic trajectory. Tension-

Torsion: 20 years on is a responsive arts-based social intervention that comprises an art 

exhibition of sculptural installation and a public visual-arts programme. The exhibition 

provides a platform for the topical art works of a diverse group of artists: Nazier, Froud, 

Sooful and Mokwena.  Their comprehensive body of work considers the paradoxical 

readings of contentious socio-political themes unfolding within the vexed context of their 

lived experiences over the last 20 years.  The project as a whole aims to raise pertinent 

questions about the nation’s post-apartheid trajectory, in order to evoke critical dialogue 

in audiences. 

Nazier’s work ‘Nag vannie lang latte’ is a satirical take on the ironies and tensions that 

exist within the uhuru-mythology ‘Nag van die lang messe’.   ‘Bite the Bullet’ by Sooful is 

a ceramic installation of 19 larger-than-life spent bullet cartridges and 5 new bullets, which 

reflects the contested and violent legacies of the country. Froud’s untitled art work 

critiques the notions of tension and torsion in the controversial works of contemporary 

South African artists. Mokwena in his work entitled Our Gnomes, deconstructs the African 

Tokolosh mythology by positioning it within the domain of South African politics.   

The intervention extends to a public visual-arts programme that encourages critical 

dialogue around the discourse encoded within the art works. The programme constitutes 

an artist walkabout (30 March) presented by the artists and a critical youth programme 

entitled the Angry Youth workshop (11 and 12 April) facilitated by artist and film-maker 

Mocke J van Veuren, supported by activist and photographer Cedric Nunn. The workshop, 

financed by the University of Johannesburg’s Centre for Educational Research and 

Transformation, will be hosted by the Ithuba Art Gallery in Braamfontein and the New 

Nations School situated in Vrededorp.  


